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'D/JEB1'7J) ('DHC'D)

Traduction-adaptation de notre brochure n°20 Â« Démocratie directe : principes, enjeux,
perspectives Â», première partie : Â« Contre l'oligarchie, ses fondements politiques, sociaux
et idéologiques Â»

I. *B/JE :

G0' 'DC*'( GH .D'5) -H'1 H*9'HF (JFF' H(JF E,EH9) 'D*ACJ1 'DA1F3JQ) : Â« EH'B9 E4*1C) Â» (Lieux
Communs)HGH +E1) -H'1'* *HF3J)-A1F3J)-JHF'FJ)-%3('FJ). (9/ 'D'F*A'6) 'D*HF3JQ) H'F*A'6) 'D4Q9( 'DE51J
H'DJHF'FJ H'D%3('FJ (HB/ D-B (G' 'D4Q9( 'D(D:'1J H'D(1'2JDJ H'D*1CJ) 71-* B6'J' 9/J/) D9DQ #GEQG' B6JQ)
'D/JEB1'7J) HB6'J' #.1I E+D B6'J' 'D(J&) H'D*Q9DJE H'D+B'A) H'D*FEJ). DB/ C'F* G0G 'D'F*A'6'* A15) DD*91Q6
D,ED) G0G 'DB6'J' 9DE' (#FQG 1:E 'D.5H5JQ'* 'D+B'AJQ) DCDQ (D/ H*A'H* E3*HI 'DE9J4) AGF'C B6'J' E4*1C)
*1*(7 (-'61 HE3*B(D 'D(41JQ) ,E9'!.

G0' 'DC*'( GH E/.D E*H'69 DB6JQ) 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) HB/ #1/F' EF .D'DG /-6 AC1) 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) 'D*E+JDJQ) 'D*J
#5(-* *9J4 #2E) AJ 9B1 /'1G' H'D*91Q6 %DI #2E) 'DE,*E9'* 'DE9'51) DF.D5 %DI (96 'D1$I H'D*H,QG'* 'D*J F9*(1G'
B'(D) DDE1',9) AJ #JQ HB*. DF FF7DB EF #J) #J/JHDH,J' (D 3F3'&D 'DH'B9 'DE9'4 DD(-+ AJ CJAJQ) *,'H2G /HF
#F J9FJ 0DC #FQF' FF5Q( #FA3F' #H5J'! 9DI 'D4Q9H( #H 13D D39'/) EH9H/).

F1,H #F JCHF G0' 'DC*'( 9F51 %+'1) H/A9 DD*QACJ1 AJ 'DB6'J' 'D*J *4CQD *-/JQ'* DCDQ 49H( 'D9'DE.

II. #97 5H*C HFE #H 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) ('DHC'D) :

1. (JF 'D'F*.'( H'D/QJEB1'7JQ) :

Â« 'F*.(H' Â» G0' GH E(/# 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) 'D*E+JDJQ). F-5D 9DI EE+QDJF 419JQJF H9DI -CHE) 419JQ) F9*B/
#FQG' 'D#B/1 H'D#CA#. G$D'! 'DFHQ'( GE EF 3J3G1 9DI *-BJB E7'E- 'D4Q9(. J.JQD DQF' #FG ('F*.'(F' FCHF B/
B1Q1F' HE'13F' 3J'/*F' 9DI #-3F H,G H*DC GJ #C0H() 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) 'D*E+JDJQ). AEF B1Q1 #FQG 9DJF' #CD
79'E EDHQ+ ('DE(J/'* H'D#3E/) HA'B/ DD#ED'- H'DE:0QJ'* H'DAJ*'EJF'* H:0'! 5F'9JQ' #5(- E5/1' DD#E1'6� EF B1Q1
#FQG 9DJF' 41'! 'D"D'* 'D'DC*1HFJQ) 31J9) 'D*"CD� EF B1Q1 #FQG 9DJF' *B(QD E,ED 'DB1'1'* 'D.'5Q) (5-Q*F'� EF
B1Q1 #FQ 'D*9DJE GH AB7 E' JB9 */1J3G H*1HJ,G EF E9DHE'* H*5HQ1'*� EF B1Q1 'D-1H( H'DF2'9'*� EF 371
#GEQ 'D'.*J'1'*� GD A9D' 'D4Q9( 'D0J 'F*.(� GD F-F A9D' EF J.*'1 #CDG H41(G HD('3G H/H'!G HH3JD) FBDG
H3CFG HAFQG H9EDG� A%0' '3*+FJF' 'D'F*.'('* 'D/QH1JQ) 'D*J D' *E+QD ('DF3() DF' ,HG1 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) AF-F
EA9HD AJF' HF.69 D%1'/'* .'1,) 9F F7'BF' H('D*'DJ A%FQ 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) (5A*G' 3D7) 'D4Q9( :'&() 9F CDQ E8'G1
-J'*F' 'DJHEJQ). D' FB/1 -*QI 9DI '.*J'1 'DEH'/ 'D*J 9DJF' %F*',G' HD' -*I *-/J/ -',J'*F' H-*I D('3F' J.69 DEH6) A16G'
9DJF' ".1HF H#7DBH' 9DJG' Â« EH6) 'D951 Â». #EQ' 'D9ED A-/Q+ HD' -1,. AF-F F/13 HF*9DQE HF-5D 9DI 4G'/'*
H1(QE' .(1'* DFD*-B (E5'F9 H%/'1'* HFBHE (#4:'D G/AG' 'D#HQD GH 6E'F /.D F-BQB (G BH*F' HJ3E- DF' ('D'F/E',
AJ E,*E9 'D'3*GD'C.

DE'0' F9*(1 #FQ 'D*E+JDJQ) FBJ6 DD/QJEB1'7JQ) HGD (%EC'F CDQ #A1'/ 'D4Q9( #F J3'GEH' AJ 'D3QD7) HAJ
H69 'DBH'FJF H'DB1'1'*� #DJ3 0DC EF ('( 'DHGE H'D-DE 'D7H('HJ :J1 'DB'(D DD*Q-BJB� #D' JA*16 9DJF' B'FHF
'D9// #F FF*BJ EF (JF #A1'/ 'D4Q9( EE+QDJF J(DQ:HF #5H'*F' HE7'D(F' AFHCD DGE EGEQ) H69 'DB1'1'*
'DEF'3() HF+B AJ B/1'*GE HHA'&GE� +EQ GD #F CDQ EH'7F B'/1 9DI EE'13) 'D3J'3)� #D' J*7DQ( 0DC E3*HI
9DEJQ' 1'BJ' H*,1() H-FC) D' **HAQ1 D/I 9EHE 'D4Q9(� 3P1CO 'D'F*.'('* J*,DQI DF' AJ 9/J/ 'DE8'G1 H'D#H,G. AF-F
D' FF*.( BH'FJF HB1'1'* (D #-2'(' H#4.'5'. F-F F.*'1 #4.'5' J5HQ*HF FJ'() 9FQ' 9DI BH'FJF HG0' J71- %4C'DJQ'* 9/J/).
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'D/JEB1'7J) ('DHC'D)

AJ #:D( 'D-'D'* J3*B1Q '.*J'1F' 9DI F'&( F9*B/ AJ B/1*G 'DA'&B) 9DI 'D*H'5D H'D.7'( H'D%BF'9 HAJ 'D*2'EG (H9H/G
HAJ (96 'D#-J'F AJ -J'2*G DC'1J2E' *,9DG J,D( 'F*('G H*9DQB 'DEH'7FJF %6'A) %DI 3DHC E*EJQ2 DCFQG J.69
AJ 'D-BJB) DFE7JQ) A16G' 'DE,*E9.

DCF 1:E G0G 'DH9H/ H'D"1'! 'D*J *(/H +'B() H,/JQ) HH'9/) H1:E G0G 'DB/1) 9DI 'D*Q(DJ: H'D%BF'9 H'DBJ'E
('D-3'('* H'DEB'1F'* H1:E 'D'D*2'E 'D5Q1J- ('DB6'! 9DI 'D(7'D) H*-BJB 'D1Q.'! H6E'F 'D*FEJ) H*H2J9 'D.J1'* AF-F
4'G/HF 9DI 9,2 G$D'! 9F 'D%JA'! (H9H/GE. AG0G 'DE,*E9'* **ACQC HG0G 'D#2E'* 'D3J'3JQ) H'D',*E'9JQ)
H'D(J&JQ) H'D+B'AJQ) H-*QI 'D9DEJQ) **A'BE H**9EQB HD' EF -DQ 3-1JQ DG'. +EQ #D' JECF DG0' 'D3J'3J
'DA7F H'DE-*1A H'DE-FQC H'D('19 H'DE*#DQB #F J*FCQ1 DH9H/G HJFC+G' HG0' E' JB9 9'/) HE' F*DEQ3G
JHEJQ'�

CDQE' H',G 'D4Q9( 'DFHQ'( H0CQ1HGE (H9H/GE 7ABH' J(1Q1HF 9,2GE (#F EF 3(BHGE DE JAD-H' AJ H69 'D.77
'D61H1JQ) H'DA'9D) H#FQGE H1+H' *1C) +BJD) J59( *,'H2G' AJ (69 3FJF. %FQGE J7'D(HF 'D4Q9( ('D*1JQ+ : Â«
'5(1H' H5'(1H' H'D#GEQ EF CDQ 0DC D' *A9DH'  4J&' HD' *('/1H'. AF-F #HDI (-'61CE HE3*B(DCE H3F19'CE
HF*CAQD (E5J1CE. 'DEGEQ #F *+BH' AJF' Â». *E1Q 'D3FHF H'D3QFHF H/'1 DBE'F 9DI -'DG' HFF*.( EF ,/J/ A1JB'
".1 J9/F' #J6' HB/ *.*DA (1'E,G 9F (1'E, 'D3Q'(BJF HDCFQF' E' FD(+ #F FB*F9 (#FQ D' 4J! B/ *:JQ1.

DF JB/1 'DEH'7FHF 9DI 3-( +B*GE EF G$D'! 'DFH'( 'D0JF JB6QHF 7JD) A*1) FJ'(*GE. -*I H%F HB9 '.*J'1 'D4Q9(
9DI 'DFQH'( 'D#B/1 H'D#F2G AG0' DF J:JQ1 AJ 'DE3#D) 4J&' E'/'E* 'D8Q1HA 'DD'Q-B) H'DE3*,/Q'* DF *CHF
EH'AB) *E'E' DD8Q1HA 'D*J HB9* AJG' 'D'F*.'('*. 3J9DQD 'DFH'( 9,2GE ('DEA',"* H'D#-/'+ 'D*J DE J*HBQ9HG'.

9'DE 'DE14Q-JF DDEF'5( E4-HF ('D51'9'* 'D*J *:0QJG' 'DE5'D- 'D.'5Q). EF 'DE6-C FQ CDQ G$D'! 'DE*14Q-JF
JB3EHF #FQGE D' J(*:HF 3HI ./E) 'DH7F H'D4Q9(.

(E,1Q/ #F J4CQC 'DEH'7FHF AJ 3J'3'* 'DFH'( HAJ B1'1'*GE J,J(GE G$D'! 'DE3$HDJF #FQ 'DE3#D) EF E4EHD'*
'DE.*5QJF H'D.(1'!. EF #F*E -*I *F'B4HF E3'&D E1*(7) ('D9DHE H'D*BFJ'* HEJ'/JF C'D21'9) H'D5-Q) H'DFBD...�
DCJ JB*F9 'D4Q9( (2JA #71H-'*GE JD,# G$D'! 'DE3$HDJF %DI D:) E4-HF) ('DE57D-'* 'D1QF'F) EF 0DC : E,*E9
'DE91A)� E,*E9 'D'E*J'2� 'B*5'/ 'DE91A)� F3() 'DFEHQ� BJE) 'D5'/1'*� 'DEJ2'F 'D*,'1J� EJ2'F 'D/QAH9'*� 'D*FEJ)
'DE3*/JE)� 'D-HCE) 'D1Q4J/)... CDG' *9'(J1 /JE':H,JQ) 'DG/A EFG' GH %.A'! 'D-B'&B H%JG'E 'D4Q9( (#FQF' F3J1
AJ 'D7Q1JB 'D3HJQ.

9F/E' J9/F' 'D3J'3JQHF ('D(1'E, H'D%5D'-'* H'D%,1'!'* 'D+H1JQ) J*F'3HF #FQ 'DB1'1'* 'DG'EQ) **Q.0 9DI E3*HJ
/HDJ *A16G' #HDJ:'14J' 9'DEJQ) (H3F9H/ DG0G 'DE57D-) 9(1 EF8EQ'* E+D 'DEF8QE) 'D9'DEJQ) DD*,'1) H'D(FC
'D/QHDJ H5F/HB 'DFB/ 'D/HDJ. A3H'! *9DQB* 'DE3#D) ('D5F'9) #H 'D*,'1) #H 'D:0'! #H 'D(0H1 #H 'D5-Q) #H
'D*9DJE #H 'D./E'* D' (/Q DD3J'3) 'DH7FJQ) #F *.69 DB1'1'* 'DGJ&'* 'D/QHDJQ) HD*H,QG'*G'. AF-F 4'G/HF 'DJHE
9DI *1',9 /H1 'D/QHD) 'DH7FJQ) H'D'3*9'6) 9FG' (EF8E'* :J1 -CHEJQ) (ONG) #H -*QI (96 E' J91A (EF8QE'* 'DE,*E9
'DE/FJ 'D*J #5(- E98EG' JBHE (/H1 #3'3J AJ *E1J1 'D*H,QG'* 'D/HDJQ). AD' :1'() 9DI 3(JD 'DE+'D #F **(FQI G0G
'DEF8QE'* H'D,E9JQ'* E57D-'* E4(HG) H:'E6) E+D 'D-HCE) HE' #/1'C E' 'D-HCE).

5-J- #FG D' H,H/ DH,G 4(G (JF 'D(D/'F 'D*J *-CEG' /C*'*H1JQ'* H(JF 'D(D/'F 'D*J *9*E/ 'D/QJEB1'7JQ) 'D*E+JDJQ)
DCF G0G 'D-BHB H'DEC'3( 'D*J -5D* 9DJG' 'D4Q9H( H'D*J FBHD 9FG' #FQG' 0'* 7'(9 /JEB1'7JQ GJ -5JD) F6'D'*
H*6-J'* /'E* 9BH/' HB1HF'. -*QI AJ 'D(D/'F 'D*J F7DB 9DJG' ('D/QJEB1'7JQ) #5(- 'DEH'7F J491 ('D.J() H(#FQG D'
JE*DC #JQ) 3D7) A9DJQ). GF'C 'D3J'3JQHF 'DE-*1AHF 'D0JF HCDQGE 'D4Q9( HG0' 'D#.J1 GH (E+'() 'D1Q6J9 #J
'DEH'7F 'DA'B/ DDB/1'* (-J+ JB*51 /H1G 9DI 'D*B(QD H7D( 'D1Q9'J). DB/ AB/ 'DEH'7FHF 'D+B) AJ CDQ 'D#-2'(
*B1J(' AB'79 ,2! G'E EF 'D4Q9( 'D'F*.'('* H-*I H%F 'F*.( ADB/ '.*'1 E' J9*B/G #BDQ 3H!. **F'H( 'D#-2'( 9DI 'D3QD7)
H**H'5D AJ 'D#+F'! GJEF) 'D#HDJ:'14J' 'D*J *-*DQ  CDQ EH'B9 'D3QD7) HD' *G*EQ ('D#2E'* H'DCH'1+ 'D',*E'9JQ)
H'D(J&JQ). ACDQ E' J9FJG' GJ E5'D-G' 'DE('41) H(1F'E,G' 'DH-J/ GH 'D2J'/) AJ 'D%F*', H'D%F*',JQ) H'D*Q5/J1
HD' J.DH F4'7G' EF 'DA3'/ AJ 4*QI #4C'DG HE8'G1G. %0F F-F #E'E .J'1'* 9/J/). A%EQ' #F F*F5QD EF
E3$HDJQ'*F' HFHCD #EH1F' DD3J'3JQJF 'DE-*1AJF HF3E- DGE (*B1J1 E5J1F' HE5J1 'D#,J'D 'DB'/E) #H #FQF'
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'D/JEB1'7J) ('DHC'D)

F9DF J#3F' EF 1,'D 'D3J'3) HFF2HJ AJ 1CFF' HFB'79 'D9'DE 'D.'1,J #H #FQF' FB79 E9 'D1QCH/ H'D.EHD
H'D'FG2'EJQ) H'D%*C'DJQ) HF#.0 E5J1F' (#J/JF' AF(*C1 #4C'D' ,/J/) DEE'13) 'D3QD7) *9J/ DDEH'7F /H1G.

(...)
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